 April 19, 1978

Dear Katie – I couldn’t place the Katherine, from the start they called you Katie.  Well Geo my son drew a chart but I can’t be bothered with that.  I have always been closer to my Mothers family – Gert & Ed lived in Zaleski with my Father and I worked as a maid for a very wealthy family in Chillicothe for one year then my Mothers Sister who lived in Col and had 5 small children brought me here.  Her husband was a beast tho always fond of me but I couldn’t stand his abuse of family.  On coming to Col. He got me a very good  job in office of shoe factory and there was a gal getting married and she asked if I would like to live with her Sister & Dad and I became a memory of that family.  They were Lutherans and all are gone now.  I was treated by the whole family as family.  Gert & Ed came to Col. When about 16 and I got them jobs in shoefactory.  Now – My Dads M & D both were born in Ireland and they including John, Ed, Ella & Mary were all gone before my Dads marriage in 1890 – I think their names were Ella & John – not sure.  In 1890 Dad married Carolina Borst in Chillicothe.  Lived in Zaleski where he worked in B&O shops til the shops moved to Chillicothe.  He was an upholster & an artist in his work.  In fact very gifted in many things.  Mother there was a Jewel, her parents from Germany.  All very fine upstanding people.  She was called Lina & he Jim.  Ed & I was born in Zaleski.  Me Aug 31st 1891 & Ed Apr 22nd 1893.  Gert in Chillicothe Apr. 1895.  Mom died March 1905 of a kidney ailment then called Brights disease of child birth.  Getting back to the Finnegans When Pop married there was Annie, James, Tom & Kate.  Tom who never married & Kate & her 15 yr old son James Shipley died of flue in 1918.  Annie had gone then.  She was a character meaner than ??  About 4 ½ ft tall & as wide.  Couldn’t read or write.  Mildred looks a lot like her.  Kate was beautiful & blond never worked.  Annie waited on her hand & foot.  Tom was a painter & worked at B&O shops & did fine lettering on Coaches etc.  Drank a lot.  A very timid man because of hearing I think.  It was almost impossible to talk to him tho I did.  Geo says Pop died in Apr. 1927 – but I say 1923



Born – Dec. 3, 1861



Mom Died Mar, 1905 born Aug 1866 – in Chillicothe



Me ---          
          “   1891 – Aug – Zaleski



Ed       ?
     ?                 “        “          “            “



Gert   1955                    “     April 19, 1895 – Chillicothe

Dear Katie – I can’t figure this out so good luck.  I’ll mail this before Geo sees it he will have me promoted.  Let me know how you are doing.







Much love Eleanor
- caroline borst died 1905 of brights disease

- ed and gert lived in zal with james lawrence

- eleanor (her spelling) worked as a maid in chillicothe, then as a maid/nanny for mother's sister and 5 small children in columbus

- then worked in office of shoe factory

- gert and ed came to columbus shoe factory when about 16

- john, ed, ella, mary all gone before james lawrence was married in 1890

- james lawrence married carolina in chillicothe and lived in zaleski where he worked in B&O as upholster

- ed and eleanor born in zaleski, gert in chillicothe

- tom never married

- tom, kate and her son james shipley died of flu in 1918

- annie went before flu deaths, 4 ½' tall and as wide, illiterate

- tom did painting and fine lettering on coaches, hard of hearing, drank a lot

Bright's Disease was a general term used to mean death caused by some form of kidney failure. It was a common term for kidney diseases that were defined by high concentrations of protein in the urine - uremia. The term is obsolete and no longer used.

Glomerulernephritis, Polycystic Kidney Disease and Chronic Renal Failure were some of the diseases labeled as Bright's disease by practitioners.

In the 1700s and 1800s, Polycystic Kidney Disease (PKD) was often given the label of Bright's Disease. PKD is a hereditary disease that is autosomal dominant. The gene is dominant, meaning that with each pregnancy there is a 50% chance of inheriting the disease. Glomerulonephritis, also called Protein Disease, is the term for the non-hereditary, serious kidney disease that was called Bright's Disease. This is an inflammation and swelling of the kidney's filtering system that was fatal in the early 1900s. This condition was often seen following infections of the respiratory tract by the strep germ. What we commonly now call strep throat. People died because there were no antibiotics to treat the strep infection and because there was no treatment for renal failure. Urine therapy was a common treatment for Bright's disease in the late 1800s. Many people drank their own urine to try and cure Bright's Disease. There is no significant data that suggests this was effective.

